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Description: 

• What is a WEED?
• What makes a weed an INVASIVE weed?  

Learn to identify and understand several of Ohio's most common plant invasives 
and then join me in exploring alternative -- and sometimes unexpected -- ways to 
combat them without the use of toxic herbicides.

Definitions:
• Weed: any plant growing where you don't want it to be growing

• Invasive plant: any plant that is growing where you don't want it.... to the 
extent that it's crowding out other plants and disrupting the proper functioning 
of the overall ecosystem around it
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Manage Japanese Barberry to Keep Tick Levels Low, Reduce Lyme Risk

Entomology Today

Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii) is an invasive shrub that can blanket forest floors, as shown above near Lyme, Connecticut, in
April 2010. The ground cover creates a humid microclimate conducive to tick proliferation. (Photo originally published in Williams et
al., Environmental Entomology, September 2017)

A long-term study of managing Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii) shows that clearing the invasive shrub from a wooded area
once can lead to a significant reduction in abundance of blacklegged ticks (Ixodes scapularis) for as long as six years.

Published last week in Environmental Entomology, the new research follows up on previous findings of the relationship between
Japanese barberry and ticks and details the long-term impact that effective management of the plant can have on the Lyme-disease
vector. However, the research team led by Scott C. Williams, Ph.D., at the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, recommend
returning to clear Japanese barberry roughly every five years, as their study showed an eventual rebound in barberry and tick
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INVASIVE PLANTS BANNED ON OHIO

The following plants are considered invasive in the State of Ohio
effective January 7, 2018
except as otherwise noted:

Ailanthus altissima, tree-of-heaven
Alliaria petiolata, garlic mustard
Berberis vulgaris, common
barberry
Butomus umbellatus, flowering
rush
Celastrus orbiculatus, Oriental
bittersweet
Centaurea stoebe ssp. micranthos,
spotted knapweed
Dipsacus fullonum, common teasel
Dipsacus laciniatus, cutleaf teasel
Egeria densa, Brazilian elodea
Elaeagnus angustifolia, Russian
olive
Elaeagnus umbellata, autumn olive
Epilobium hirsutum; hairy willow
herb
Frangula alnus (syn. Rhamnus
frangula), glossy buckthorn
Heracleum mantegazzianum, giant
hogweed
Hesperis matronlis, dame's rocket
Hydrilla verticillata, hydrilla
Hydrocharis morsus-ranae,
European frog-bit
Lonicera japonica, Japanese
honeysuckle
Lonicera maackii, amur
honeysuckle
Lonicera morrowii, Morrow's
honeysuckle

Lonicera tatarica, tatarian honeysuckle
Lythrum salicaria, purple loosestrife
Lythrum virgatum, European wand
loosestrife (effective January 7, 2019)
Microstegium vimineum, Japanese
stiltgrass
Myriophyllum aquaticum, parrotfeather
Myriophyllum spicatum, Eurasian water-
milfoil
Nymphoides peltata, yellow floating heart
Phragmites australis, common reed
Potamogeton crispus, curly-leaved
pondweed
Pueraria montana var. lobate, kudzu
Pyrus calleryana, Callery pear (effective
January 7, 2023)
Ranunculus ficaria, fig buttercup, lesser
celandine
Rhamnus cathartica, European buckthorn
Rosa multiflora, multiflora rose
Trapa natans, water chestnut
Typha angustifolia, narrow-leaved cattail
Typha x glauca, hybrid cattail
Vincetoxicum nigrum, black dog-strangling
vine, black swallowwort
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